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EDITORIAL. 


Tue New Year should be one of much progress in the organization 
of Librarianship. We wish our readers all the pleasure and pros- 
perity that may come from increasing activity and growing public 
esteem. Every year we are able to record some progress in the 
general estimate in which the work of libraries is held; we have 
not reached, and do not even approximate, to the efficiency and 
perfect service that we desire to attain and to render ; but we believe 
that the library movement is on the right road. 
* * 

Just ahead is the appointment of an Executive Officer of the 
Library Association, who, it appears, is to carry on all the admini- 
strative work of the Association which for so many years has been 
done by Mr. Pacy; for we note that Mr. Pacy has asked to be 
ea | of the practical burden of his office by the end of March. 
In the last year or two our Honorary Secretary has not enjoyed 
the fullest health, although his activity and his mental alertness 
would have done more than credit to a man of thirty. This is not 
the time or place to record the value of his services, given at the 
most difficult time in the history of the Association, but a word of 
appreciation may be written now, in the hope that ampler oppor- 
tunity may be afforded when Mr. Pacy actually does retire. As 
for the new Executive Officer: it is to be hoped that our past 
experience in this matter (or in a modified version of it, for our 
former “‘ secretary’ possessed none of the power that should be 
given to such an officer) will produce the right man, and that he 
will be so supported that he will become himself a real personal 
force in librarianship. The salary, £500—£700, is a commencing 
one, and we are likely to get the right man for the second of these 

rather than for the first. The Central Library for Students 

offered £800, and the secretary of the Library Association ought 

to be a man of similar calibre. The result of the Council’s search 

will be awaited with great interest. 
* * 

Bound up with this question is that of new offices for the 
Association ; for the hospitality we have enjoyed for so many 
years at the Buckingham Palace Road Library can no longer be 
ours. We have been very grateful for this, however, It is to be 
hoped that in selecting a new home the Council will envisage the full 
possibilities of a central building to house all the library, biblio- 
a and similar societies of the country that are centred in 

don. This would not be an easy matter. 

* 

The Library Assistant for January is in a most unfamiliar 
cover, carrying on its face a medallion of Dionysus in an 
overloaded and unstable boat, floating in vacancy and overcanopied 
with grapes, and surrounded with anemic dolphins. It looks like 
the journal of a vegetarian society. That, however, bears no 
reflection on its interesting contents, which have a connection with 
what has just been written. In a letter Mr. E. A. Savage pleads for 
the union of library societies, but for federation rather than fusion. 
He is convinced that amalgamation is not feasible or desirable as 
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it would lead to lessening of special activities. He desires a federa- 
tion in which each society would keep its autonomy, but that from 
these a Council of Associated Library Societies should be formed 
for the purposes of united action with officers, conferences and a 
journal. The Editor, however, writing as an individual (a difficult 
thing for editors to do, Mr. Seymour Smith !), says that “if real 
union does not come first then it will probably never come,” and 
goes on to say that “‘ a complete union of the L.A. and A.A.L., at 
all events, should be aimed at first.’’ This shows at any rate the 
right spirit, but, in spite of the authority with which Mr. Seymour 
Smith speaks, the federation plan will probably prevail. Why should 
we not begin. If Mr. Savage himself would call a meeting of the 
officers of every society he thinks should federate, fix up a draft 
constitution, and get to work, the thing would be done. It is useless 
to wait until complete harmony prevails ; it never will. We shall 
have to do things, and to make the necessary compromises and 
adjustments as we proceed. 


* * * * 


This year may perhaps see the new constitution of the L.A. 
come into being,with its smaller Council, revised means of admission, 
new method of registration, and new scale of subscriptions. Much 
depends upon the last. If we are to bring in a large number of 
interested “‘ non-librarians,” the subscription must be much lower 
than the Two Guineas suggested. 


* 


We welcome the inauguration of library courses as part of the 
extra mural activities of the University of Manchester. The courses, 
which cover all six sections of the Syllabus of the Library Associa- 
tion, appear to be in competent hands. They will commence on 
January 25th. 

Our readers will be interested to know that the Committee of 
the Minet Public Library, which is a joint library of the Boroughs 
of Lambeth and Camberwell, have decided to place the books in 
their Surrey Collection at the disposal of readers through the Central 
Library for Students. This offer does not apply to deeds and 
manuscripts. 

The Surrey Collection in the Minet Library is an exceptionally 
good — A catalogue was published in 1901, and a supplement 
in 1923. 


The Committee of the Warwickshire County Library have 
offered to place their non-fiction books at the disposal of the Central 
Library for Students, if such books cannot be obtained elsewhere. 
Warwickshire is thus the first County Library to follow the splendid 
lead set by Brighton and Croydon. 

Warwickshire was one of the first County Libraries, being 
founded in 1920. In its early days it built up an exceptionall 
useful collection of books for what is called its “‘ Students’ Library.” 
This section is especially strong in education and agriculture. It 
contains many books which are out of print and difficult to obtain. 


* 
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THE STATE PUBLIC LIBRARY IN LENINGRAD 


By ProressorR N. DERZHAVIN. 
Associate Director of the State Public Library. 


THE State Public Library in Leningrad, the former Imperial Public 
Library, was founded in 1795 and was opened for general use in 
1814. It contains 4,500,000 volumes, being the second largest 
Public Library in the world and the largest in the Soviet Union. 

The Public Library was meant to be a book depét of the State 
into which, according to a given order, all printed materials pub- 
lished in the R.S.F.S.R. as well as in the other Republics of the 
Union (which formerly included the whole Russian Empire) are 
being deposited. Into the depét are being sent various kinds 
of printed matter—be it a tract, a poster, an advertisement, a 
newspaper, a map, a constitution or a book. The Library serves 
as a cultural and educational institution and is accessible to the 
wider masses of the population. It also is a scientific Research 
Institution run on lines of scientific study for library work and the 
aim of the science of the book is to make accessible to the public 
the wealth of books and manuscripts it possesses. 

THE CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL WORK OF THE 
PuBLic LIBRARY. 

The cultural and educational work of the State Public Library 
for the larger public is carried on by means of the reading room of 
the main library, open from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. and accommodating 
on the average 2,000 people, with seats for 500 persons. Besides, 
there are a library for young ple, a second reading room, a 
library of world literature and special study rooms for foreign 
literature. 

The cultural education work of the State Public Library is 


expressed in the following data: 1926. 
The number of visitors, 412,288. Number of books given out, 


1,288,847. 

By October Ist, 1927, the number of visitors amounted to 
257,763 ; the number of volumes given out for reading, 650,763. 

The reading room of the main library has its own library with 
40,000 volumes of books. 

To facilitate the use of the library to the public a systematic 
card catalogue is placed at its disposal, indicating the various 
scientific disciplines and subjects. 

It is filed in 50 cases containing 35,000 cards. Besides, at the 
entrance of the reading-room there is for the service of the readers 
aspecial scientific bibliographic wall-bulletin, which is being changed 
periodically and which acquaints the reader with the latest books in 
the form of brief reswmés and a recommendation for every book. 

If the book demanded by the reader is not to be had in the 
library of the reading room, it is being obtained for him from the 
corresponding section of the book depét. 

for the same purposes of serving the interests of the 
a reader there is a special Information Bureau attached to the 
a 1926 this bureau had given 8,140 references of a biblio- 
graphical nature and complied with 5,737 requests on lines of 


156 Tue Lisrary Wortp 


information. Of these 4,992 were local and 745 outside ’ 
It also sent to the various cities of the U.S.S.R. and abroad 506 books. 

The Information Bureau is equipped with an enormous ref- 

erence library. 
STATISTIC OF THE READERS OF THE MAIN READING ROOM OF 
THE STATE LIBRARY. 
For October 1st, 1927. 
Total Number of Readers. 
Higher Tech. 
Higher Tech. Schools 
Men Women Total Educ. Educ. Workers 
14,065 7,239 21,304 4.176 3.879 3.695 
FOREIGN. 

In the Study Room of Foreign Literature a special reference 
department is placed at the disposal of the readers, consisting of 
458 titles of monographic literature of various disciplines, 105 
titles of periodical publication in the line of bibliography and the 
science of library work, 135 general catalogues of publishers and 
booksellers and 346 catalogues according to separate disciplines. 

In order to keep informed the reader of foreign literature and 
new books, every week an exhibit of the latest numbers of periodicals 
is made and periodical exhibits of the latest foreign monographic 
literature are arranged. 

EXHIBITS. 

One of the forms of the mass cultural educational work of the 
Public Library consists of its periodical exhibits which usually is 
synchronised with anniversaries of great political and cultural educa- 
tional events. In 1926 the following exhibits were organized. 

1—‘ The Year 1905. The 20th Anniversary of the 1905 
Revolution.” 

2.—‘‘ The Decembrists to the Centennial of the December 
Insurrection.” 

3.—* The Sculptor Rassi and his Work.” 

4.—“ Western Service Books with Miniatures from the XVI. 
d Typographical Art 

.—*Two Centuries of Printing an i 
(Exhibited at the 26th State printing plant.) 

6.—The same was exhibited at the “ Volodarsky Printers’ Club.” 

Besides these there were organized exhibits in the Library 
for the Young People on the subjects: Lenin, The October Revolu- 
tion, The Communist Youth, International, The 9th of January, 
The XIV. Party Convention, The February Revolution, The Paris 
Commune, and others, in all 35 exhibits. The exhibit on the 
subject “‘ The Year 1905 ” was organized in the same historic room 
of the present Second Section of the State Public Library, where in 
1905 the first meeting of the “ Soviet of Workers” deputies took 


is is still a very young offspring of the State Public Library. 
In the fall 1927 it will enter into its third year of existence. 

Its organization was necessary in order to relieve the main 
reading room and to meet the demands of young readers and 
educate them with regard to the use of the book. 


| 
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The Lib of the Young People is opened daily from two 
till eight p.m. It possesses 17,000 volumes. In 1926 it was visited 
by 50,653 persons and 110,108 books were given out. 


WHAT THE YOUNG PEOPLE READ. 


Magazines ... 17,100 
Newspapers one 10,828 


Books according to Special Branches of Knowledge :— 


General ... 181 
Philosophy ose ose 63 


Religion ... 33 
Social Science... 9,813 
Linguistics ove ose 587 


Natural Science ... 
Applied Science ... .. 3,083 
Art ons one 
History of Literature and 
Literary Criticism .. 12,683 
History and Geography ... 7,623 


In order to mobilise the young people around the book and 


work with it in the Library of the Young People there are organized 


from time to time meetings of readers, in which are discussed 
questions relating to the work of the library. There are also at 
work special circles, such as ‘‘ Friends of the Library of the People,” 
aids in the work of the library and in the publication of a wall 
newspaper ; then there is a book review circle which helps the 
reader to approach with due criticism works of literature. Finally, 
literary evenings are organised in which papers are presented and 
discussed. These papers relate chiefly to the literature of the young 
Communist organization dealing with new novels, etc. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE STATE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 
This department has 151,400 volumes at its disposal. Its 
reading room is open from 2 to 10 p.m. In 1926 it was visited by 
17,202 readers, who received 42,868 volumes. 


LIBRARY OF WORLD LITERATURE. 

This library, which has as basis the Library of the Publishers 
of “‘ the World Literature,’ was founded by Maxim Gorky during 
the first years after the October Revolution and was later combined 
with the State Publishing Concern. It possesses at present 82,000 
volumes. In 1926 its reading room was visited by 14,515 readers, 
who received 26,467 volumes. 

On the whole the readers of this department are people inter- 
ested in the modern Western European languages and literature. 
Among others there is at their service a large assortment of all 
kinds of dictionaries and reference books dealing with the history 
of literature of all languages, also most valuable collections of the 
Western European classics from the XVII. to XIX. century are 
at the disposal of the readers. 
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SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH WoRK. 

The scientific research work of the State Public Library 
pursues the task of studying library methods and bibliography 
work on its manuscripts and book collections (in co-operation, 
definition, description, classification and systematising) and keeps 
in mind the preservation of the book and the interests of the reader 
as a consumer, while supplementing them with bibliographical 
research work. Besides, the habit of popularising treasures by 
means of exhibits, reports and special editions is being followed up. 

SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCES. 

One of the purposes of the Scientific Conferences of the State 
Public Library is to discuss the current work related to the scientific 
research of the Library as well as to deal with questions of scientifi- 
cally sound organizations of the State Public Library itself and of 
the largest libraries of the U.S.S.R. and of the West. In 1926 there 
were 15 meetings in which were discussed eleven papers ; for the 
detailed study of various questions the scientific conference of the 
library appointed five commissions. In 1919 there were organized 
graduate courses for the librarians pursuing the task of improving 
the qualification of librarians. These courses lasted for two years, 
and since 1927 they have been prolonged to three years. In 1926 
there were 150 students and 30 teachers. So far the courses 
graduated 202 students. (The majority of the students are women. 
In 1926 there were 70 women and 11 men.) The majority of the 
students, 7.¢., 43, have had a higher education, and 38 had a second- 
ary education. 

Enormous work has been done by the libraries in the study of 
book parasites and methods of their extermination. Since 1924 
there is a special commission of archaeological technology attached 
to the Institute at which participate the greatest Leningrad 
specialists in the field of microbiology. The result of the work of 
this commission have given the library very valuable material on 
the question of preserving the book. It is expected these materials 
will be published. 

Finally, there is still one of the supplementary departments of 
the library: it is the Photo Cabinet, which makes photographic 
reproductions from miniatures and manuscripts of all kinds of 
documents and materials preserved in the Library. It receives 
orders from the Library itself, as well as from private individuals in 
the U.S.S.R. and abroad. 

In conclusion of this brief survey of the life and work of the 
State Public Library in Leningrad, it should be noted, that during 
the years of the revolution, the Library has grown considerably in 
quality and quantity, and this as an institution for preserving books 
as well as a cultural educational institution. It has grown to such 
an extent that its present premises are not large enough for the 
normal development of its enormous work. It is no longer able 
to house the increasingly large number of books obtained and 
received by the Library from one year to another. The Managing 
Board of the Library is now busy preparing a project for enlarge- 
ment of the present building and of a gradual extension of the 
building by occupying the neighbouring territories at present 
occupied by private houses. 


i 
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THE SUBJECT INDEX 
TO PERIODICALS, 1926 


Published by THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


an Index to about 600 Periodicals 

arranged alphabetically by subjects 

Royal 4to, printed in double columns, and bound in Cloth 
Price £3 10 0 


Orders may be sent to the Hon. Secrerary, Liprary 
AssociaTION, Pusiic Lisrary, BucKINGHAM PALACE 
Roap, Lonpon, S.W.1 


The following volumes are also available : 


1915-16 (bound) - - - - . - £4 4 0 
1917-19 (Class Lists) - - - - - 310 0 
1920 (Class Lists) - - - 310 0 
1921 (Class Lists) - - - 310 0 
1922 (Class Lists) - - - 310 0 


PRESS NOTICES 


TRANSACTIONS OF THE BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY. 
—* It deserves all possible praise and support.”—A. W. Potiarp, 
late Keeper of Printed Books, British Museum. 


TIMES LITERARY SUPPLEMENT.—“ We congratulate the 
Library Association on their undertaking to carry on this invaluable 
work.” 

NATION AND ATHENZUM.—* Future research will be greatly 
simplified by the labour which the Library Association lavishes on its 
Subject Index to Perwodicals.” 

NATURE.—* We congratulate the Library Association on the 
publication of this Index.” 

TIMES EDUCATIONAL SUPPLEMENT.—“An uate Index 
to periodicals is a necessity to every worker in specialized fields.” 
MANCHESTER GUARDIAN.—“An_ exceptionally valuable 
work of reference.” 

GLASGOW HERALD.—“A work for which one can honestly 
bespeak public support.” 

JOURNAL OF THE FRANKLIN INSTITUTE.—* The work 
is highly creditable to all who have had a share in its production.”— 
Henry LerrMann. 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION JOURNAL.—“ The 
Library Association must be congratulated on its brave attempt.” 
JOURNAL OF THE INSTITUTION OF MECHANICAL 
ENGINEERS.—* One of the most useful activities of the Library 
Association is its Index to Periodical Literature.” 
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THE LONDON PROBLEM—II. 
By L. A. Burcess, of the Cardiff Public Libraries. 


Perhaps the most important and controversial feature of the 
present scheme involves the grading of libraries according to the 
magnitude and special character of their work and the standardisa- 
tion of the basic stock. It is only fair to point out that this particular 
feature is not an integral part of the scheme, and may now be con- 
sidered on its merits without compromising any of the foregoing 
suggestions, 

The grading of the libraries would work out somewhat as 
follows :—Grade A libraries would be all those lending departments 
having less than 10,000 volumes, #.e., the smallest branches, delivery 
stations and part-time centres. Grade B would embrace all other 
lending departments. Grades Aj and Bj would represent the corre- 
sponding proportions for juvenile departments. Grade C would 
comprise all special libraries, a lower-case letter similarly designating 
the type of library (e.g., Cm=Mercantile Libraries). Grade D is 
confined to Reference Libraries. Every library would display 
prominently the symbol and significance of its grade. Each Division 
would show an approximately equal geographical distribution of 
the various grades. 

Now let us consider the methods of book purchase. The lists 
of suggestions, compiled at the individual libraries and at the 
Superintendents’ Offices, would be relegated to Headquarters for 
final selection by a specialist staff there, who would order the books 
in bulk for the various grades. The printed catalogue slips issued 
to all libraries would indicate against each entry the grade or grades 
of library where the book would be obtainable direct: e.g., BD would 
indicate that the book was located in the larger lending libraries 
and reference libraries only. This method would guarantee within 
any area the presence of a minimal basic stock ; and, moreover, it 
holds out some possibility, by means of the union catalogue, of 
charting the resources of the whole system. 

It will perhaps be objected against this proposal that such a 
method of purchase would eliminate the due consideration of local 
requirements: this, however, isnot the case. The individual librarians 
would periodically forward to the Divisional Superintendent lists 
of books required, and these would be considered by the Central 
Book Selection Department before ordering. Any special applica- 
tion of a library for a book not otherwise purchased for its grade 
would be considered on its merits—with a strong tendency towards 
deference to the judgment of the man on the spot. The presence of 
the book in such additional libraries could easily be indicated, in 
full or by an abbreviated formula, in the catalogue entry. 


There is a further objection which may be levelled against this 
proposal. The catalogue as issued would never be wholly accurate, 
inasmuch as books would be withdrawn from some libraries before 
others. The reply to this is that a large percentage of “ class” 
books ought to be withdrawn from circulation after a certain 
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definite period—and, under this scheme, would be so withdrawn 
by the responsible department at headquarters. Until that time they 
would be automatically replaced, and, after withdrawal, they would 
be obtainable from the reserve stock at the Central Repository. 
Other “permanent” stock would be replaced indefinitely. Ephemeral 
stock, ¢.g., light fiction, would simply not be replaced when worn out, 
except in response to special local demand. In every case, the 
union catalogue would be, if not perfectly accurate, at least suffi- 
ciently so for practical working purposes. It must be remembered, 
however, that each library would have either its own special cata- 
logue, or a union catalogue with the peculiarities of its own stock 
clearly indicated, and that, in any case, any demand for any book 
in the catalogue can be met within a matter of a few hours through 
the Divisional local organisation. 


It will be observed that a union sheaf catalogue consti- 
tutes an important (though not a vital) part of the above 
scheme, the entries being the official slips pasted in position 
by the departmental staff. Now the author is fully aware 
of the amount of space taken up by sheaf catalogues ; indeed he 
readily admits that, notwithstanding the economies effected by 
standardisation of the basic stock, a union catalogue of all the 
libraries of all the grades might prove unwieldy, say, in the smallest 
branches. However, a working compromise might be arrived at 
by confining such “ universal” union catalogues to the great 
reference libraries, and installing partial, lending-department-stock 
catalogues in all lending departments: and so on, 


The general principles to be observed in the grouping of 
London’s libraries into Divisions are roughly illustrated in 
the appended tables. It should be noted that the figures 
given for additional libraries required, etc., are only intended 
to give approximately equal service per head of population. 
It is not suggested, however, that the present ratio of one 
lending library to 40,000 of population is necessarily final or 
even adequate. It should further be noted that certain areas, 
notably the City of London and the adjacent boroughs, are here 
represented by the resident (night) population only. For library 
service the large and fluctuating day population must be reckoned 
as a considerable addition to the figures given for the Central 
Division. 

(The sign ¢ indicates the site of a Reference Library, whilst the site of 
the Divisional Superintendent’s Office is shown *.) 


Western Division— 


No. of No. of addit. 
Present Authority Population libraries 
Chelsea oe ow 
Fulham 187,988 ... 3 
tHammersmith ... 130,295 ... 5 
Kensington’... 175,859 ... 3 
Paddington... 144,261 ... 2 
St. Marylebone 104,173 ... 1 
*Westminster ... 141,578 ... 4 


| 
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Present Authority lation libraries 
Finsbury 75,995 ... 1 ° 
Hampstead - 86,153 ... § eee 
Holborn 43,192 ... 1 eee 
Islington 900,737 ... 4 eve 
tCity of London 13,709 ... 1 es 
*tSt. Pancras’... 211,366 ... 2 
761,152 14 6 (including a lend- 
ing library for the 
City of London). 
Eastern Divis1on— 
No. of No. of addit. 
Present Authority Population li i i 1 
*tBethnal Green ... 117,238 ... 1 
Hackney «+» 222,142 ... 4&1 reading room 
Poplar +» 162,578 ... 4 
Shoreditch - 104,248 ... 2 
Stepney +» 249,657 ... 4 
Stoke Newington 52,172 ... 1 & 1 reading room 
908,035 16 2reading rooms 5 and convert 2 
reading rooms to 
lending libraries. 
Eastern Division— 
No. of No. of addit. 
Present Authority Population libraries libraries 
Bermondsey... 119,452 ... 3 & 1 reading room 
Camberwell .. 267,198 ... 6 & 1 reading room 
*tDeptford oe 112,534 ... 2 
Greenwich 100,450 ... 2 
Lewisham «. 174,194 ... 6&7 reading rooms 
tWoolwich - 140,389 ... 4 


914,217 


WeEsTERN Divis1on— 


Present Authority 

tBattersea 

*Lambeth 
Southwark 
Wandsworth 


23 Qreading rooms ... 0. Convert read- 
ing rooms to com- 


mercial (etc.) libs. 


No. of No. of addit. 
Population libraries libraries 
167,739 ... 3 & reading room 
.. 302,868 ... 6 & 3 reading rooms 
184,404 ... 5 
.. 328,307 ... 9 & 2 reading rooms 
973,318 23 G6readingrooms... 0. Convert2read- 


ing rooms to lend- 
ing libraries and 
others to commer- 
cial (etc.) libs. 


This outline has been a hurried and neceesarily a somewhat 


sketchy one. 


Many salient features have been touched on all too 


lightly and others may unwittingly have been wholly omitted. Yet 
perhaps this sketch, with all its faults, may not be without value if 
only it provokes some indignant Londoner to arise in his wrath 
and demolish it: if only he explains incidentally to us here in the 
wilderness exactly what are those eminently reasonable grounds for 
the present determined opposition to any form of co-ordination of 
services more radical than the very non-committal policy of volun- 
tary co-operation adumbrated during those long past discussions of 
the London and Home Counties Branch of the Library Association. 
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EXAMINATIONS AND THE DIPLOMA 


By STANLEY SNAITH, 

Senior Assistant, Kingston-upon-Thames Public Library. 
It may be irrational, but I admire knowledge. I stand in awe of 
the recondite person who holds at his finger-ends, like so many 
glittering trinkets, an array of subjects that to me are only names, 
or less than names. He quells me with a glance ; and if not with a 
glance, with some cabalistic term that brooks no question. I do 
not necessarily like him. But I inevitably respect him. I do so 
because I am, I imagine, one of the most ignorant people alive. 
My assiduity in acquiring knowledge at school was only surpassed 
by the assiduity with which I disencumbered myself of it when I 
shook the dust of the top form from my feet. I am not proud of 
this. On the contrary, I am the first to deplore it. But I will not 
conceal from myself and from the world that if ignorance were 
power I could certainly direct the entire Stock Exchange single- 
handed. I know a few things about libraries, about Jenson and 
Hazlitt. Beethoven’s quartets are my spiritual food. But these 
happen to be things with which I have some affinity. Their bright- 
ness seems only to throw up in starker relief the glooms beyond. 
Thus I could not for the life of me say what are the functions (if it 
has any) of a rhabdoid. I am as ignorant of Confucianism as a 
Tennessee revivalist. Not for all the wealth of Golconda could I 
find Tierra de Campos on a map. And if you want to know what a 
carburettor is, I must decline to help. 

It is a significant—though perhaps unduly neglected—fact 
that while memory courses are as common as oaths, no one seems 
to have instituted a course in the art of forgetting. It would appear 
that the ability to forget is a quality shared by the whole of man- 
kind. That is surely why the human race remains as a whole so 
hoglike and unteachable. Now the reason for my confirmed admira- 
tion for the library assistant lies in his phenomenal, his unquenchable 
capacity for absorbing facts and—for a time at least—retaining 
them. Of all professional men he is the one par excellence in whose 
hand the sword has never been known to sleep. One can conceive, 
say, a stockbroker’s clerk whose total mental activity is confined 
between the covers of an account book, the pinions of whose 
imagination are every evening folded and put away like a prayer 
book after the weekly service. Not so with the library worker. 
He consorts nightly with profundities. He is a Midas of facts and 
theories. From the first year of his apprenticeship to the day of 
his ascent on the librarian’s throne, he is aware of a goal. A GOAL. 

In the pursuit of that goal—while each examination period 
lasts—what rare and savoury wisdom is his! He is stuffed with 
lore of poets half forgotten. He babbles like Dante of Beatrice, 
of serifs and signatures. Stumbling on the discovery that nothing 
precedes something, he swells with the pride of the metaphysician. 
He knows the Tree of Porphyry as well as he knows the acacia in 
his back garden. He puts knowledge before sleep. He sits up at 
night, turbanned with towels, books and writing pad before him, 
wrenching the story out of the Fairy Queen or groping his way through 
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the Amazon of Dewey. He lives, moves and has his being in text- 
books. The spectre of the examination accompanies him upstairs 
and gibes at him from the bedpost. Up to each examination day 
his single aim is to stuff his mind to overflowing. Even in the 
journey to the examination room he permits no relaxation of his 
efforts, but takes the last survey of his subject, discovering appalling 
gaps in his learning, acquiring those last details calculated to sw 
the examiners off their feet ; or hanging from the rafters of his mind, 
like so many onion-ropes, sequences of dates which will lend his 
answers the right air of erudition and ease. 

And the examination day—what an experience that is! Com- 
pared with this the dentist's waiting room is oriental comfort. 
All round him sit odiously knowledgeable students writing with an 
appearance of sublime ease. Above him a remorseless clock thwarts 
him step by step. Before him are those gall-dipped questions that 
pierce the very armour of his knowledge. Gone is the hope of 
— out his wisdom as from a horn of plenty! He thinks with 

itter self-reproach upon those passages in his text-books which he 
put aside as dispensable or traversed with but a superficial under- 
standing. With what a satanic accuracy the examiners have 
hunted out the very questions which the absorption of those dis- 
regarded pages would have solved! His heart sinks lower and 
lower. He either, according to his temperament, leaves after one 
glance at the paper and boards the first "bus for Lord’s, or flings 
himself into the test with a hopeless determination. At the expira- 
tion of the examination period he leaves the room with a deep and 
hamefaced sense of his inadequacy. 

But through this period of striving and tribulation there is 
always before the assistant—beautiful and comfortably remote— 
that Jason’s Fleece of his profession, the Diploma. That is a fulfil- 
ment, a vindication. It is a personal glory, something he can 
achieve in his own way, The distinction of the achievement is in 
perfect ratio to its rarity. It will elevate him to a company resplen- 
dent and select. Such a distinction is the award that by the mere 
fact of working for it he wears a provisional halo. It is a thing to 
mention with a studied carelessness that is itself a boast. And he 
works—how he works! His studies for the sectional tests were 
but kindergarten exercises beside this. His aspirations posit no 
bound. He is prepared to drudge—nay, amorous of the drudgery— 
until he can write Latin like Virgil and French with the lustre of 
Loti. If need be, he will grapple with German, with Chinese, even 
with shorthand. He ponders a thesis. Shall he compile a biblio- 
graphy of the silkworm, a history of catalogue trays, or a monograph 
on the eternal question, Should the Librarian stoke the fire? The 
theme is decided upon. It is, let us say, accepted. He acquires a 
ticket for the British Museum. For the next four years he is 
cloistered between those solemn walls, withdrawn from human 
affairs, an anchorite, shackled to an idea. He consults, he tran- 
scribes, he rips the heart from centuried tomes. He neglects his 
food. He neglects his friends. He grows abstracted in conversa- 
tion, wears the suits and trappings of woe. To others who have 
abjured such austerities he becomes a figure of dismal glamour. 
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Friends refer to him as “ Mr. So-and-So? Oh, he’s in for his 
diploma,” exactly as they might say, ‘‘ Poor fellow, they operate 
to-morrow.” 

Years pass. His material is arranged, the thesis assumes 
explicit outline in his mind. He begins to write. Painfully he 
struggles to subdue the stubborn words to his ideas. He evolves a 
prose style, lapidary, severe. Gradually the essay draws toward 
completion. He reads it over with the approval of the true artist. 
It is, he reflects, a trifle short perhaps ; for publication purposes, a 
pamphlet rather than a book. But those time-honoured make- 
weights, an exhaustive bibliography, and an index of impeccable 
thoroughness, will do much to atone. Altogether, index and biblio- 
gtaphy thrown in, a not inconsiderable performance. He toys 
voluptuously with the idea of the work printed and published. A 
book—his first book! Nothing more dignifies a man than having 
written a book. It only remains for him to wait for its acceptance, 
= to buy a frame for the diploma. (Unless frames are given with 

em !) 

If life had no anti-climaxes this narrative should have a happy 
end. But truth must be served. The examiners have been dowered 
with an unfailing penetration, or an unfailing obtuseness. (Few 
diploma-hunters would hesitate to say which!) Our aspirant’s 
efforts suffer an all too prevalent fate. If there is something of an 
Archangel in him he takes the verdict philosophically. If he is 
human he appears in public in sackcloth and ashes. If asked, like 
the prophet of old, “ Doest thou well to be angry?” he would 
certainly reply, again like the prophet, “I do well to be angry!” 
He gives way to the most sombre foreboding upon the future of the 
whole Library movement. Looking back upon the last few years, 
he reflects upon his fantastically optimistic labour, 

“Affirming this, how that it is 
A labour spent in vain.” 

And yet perhaps not wholly in vain. 

For there are compensations: compensations other than the 
material one of the acquisition of certificates and some technical 
dexterity. For though the mind has its way of disgorging so much 
that it is commanded to digest, some valuable residuum remains. 
To have mastered cataloguing is to have schooled oneself to a dis- 
crimination between book and book that is serviceable for a life- 
time. To absorb the outlines of a great classification is to provide 
oneself with a conspectus of human knowledge and the actions 
which are the expression of that knowledge. And surely no mind 
but the most insensitive can be entirely indifferent to our national 
achievement after a course of literary history. Though the details 
be forgotten, the sense of a mighty procession should remain. And 
as literary history interprets the spirit of that achievement, so biblio- 
graphy concerns itself with the body. To know something of Caxton 
and Morris, this is surely no mean thing. And the ability to value 
a book irrespective of its contents, as a piece of human craftsmanship, 
a creation of fine symmetries and textures, is a wisdom no man need 


despise. 
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LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS 


DEAR CALLIMACHUS, 


I have consoled myself this dreary Yuletide by reading the 
works of my favourite philosopher, hoping therein to find some 
reason why I should not on New Year’s Eve decapitate myself 
with a broken whisky bottle. You will remember that in Volume 17, 
in the dissertation on the nature of good, he says: “All men agree 
that good should prevail; then they fight among themselves in 
order to decide what is good.” 


That remark, Callimachus, is not without interest to us 
librarians. So long as we were content to act merely as custodians 
of our books the problem was not apparent; now that we have 
become a militant body, now that we have realised that the library 
is a “ social force,”’ has a “ civic function ’—or however you like to 
put it, we have to face it. We have decided that the library move- 
ment can do good ; but what good? For some way we are on safe 
enough ground. The first thing we can do for folks—and the one 
likely to be most beneficial—is to wake them up, shove new ideas 
into their noddles, impel them to think, in other words to educate 
them. But even this is not so straightforward as it looks. Could 
it be described as “ the training of the good citizen’? which task, 
according to the Government Report, is the fundamental task of 
librarianship. It all depends upon your ideas of a good citizen. 
It may make revolutionaries of them, and you may say that educated 
revolutionaries are ideal citizens or you may not. There are two sides 
to every question For example, although the County Library 
movement will go far to 


MAKE LIFE TOLERABLE 


in the country it will also be another cause of rural depopulation. 


Then we come to definitely controversial subjects. We all, 
I know, endeavour as public officials to act without bias, giving 
every party full opportunity and fair play, sinking our private 
opinions and trying to persuade our committees to sink theirs. 
Yet, try as we may, there are matters where we may be caught 
napping. Take for example that matter of 


INTERNATIONALISM 


about which Mr. Jast writes in The Library Review. With much 
commonsense he discusses the question of an International Library 
Committee. I must confess that I have always regarded this project 
as little more than that of a gathering of very very learned repre- 
sentatives convened for the purpose of ensuring uniformity in the 
mode of cataloguing incunabula—but apparently Mr. Jast associates 
the Committee with the function of fostering the internationalist 
outlook. Not only Mr. Jast but probably most of us. We think—in 
our innermost minds—that even if these gents. do confine themselves 
to the niceties of transliteration, etc., this committee will be a 
gesture, a step in the right direction. 


+s, 
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In brief, have we realised that as a body we are entirely in 
sympathy with an outlook which, as intelligent decent men ae 
in daily contact with the various manifestations of culture an 
learning, we must inevitably embrace. We Alexandrian librarians, 
centuries ago, were also pioneers of the same idea. 

And has it not also struck you, Callimachus, that Authority 
equally inevitably cannot favour the international outlook. Ponder 
it, Callimachus, for I dare not discuss it here. 

I am, however, happy at the thought, and lest Mr. Jast should 
unintentionally damp our internationalist ardour, let me make an 
observation. He laments the paucity of opportunity for travel, 
the language difficulty, the small provision in our libraries of 
foreign books. ‘‘ How on earth,” he asks, “‘ can anyone be inter- 
national—apart from a vague desire to be so—who does not know 
something personally of foreign peoples, their country, their 
traditions, their customs, and, above all, their ‘angle’ towards 
things in general ?” 

Surely, Callimachus, internationalism is something different 
from this, though often do we encounter the same remark. The 
man who “ knows something personally of foreign peoples, etc.,”’ 
is not necessarily a better internationalist ; he knows more about 
other nationalities, that is all—and it isn’t the same thing. The 
international outlook, being much akin to charity, like it 


Becins AT HoME. 


When a man first begins to realise a few homely facts—that his 
own conditions are governed by the conditions of his fellow-workers 
and fellow townsmen, that the laws of science and of economics 
have no favoured nation clauses, that it pays in the long run to 
act decently doing unto others as he would they did unto him— 
only time, education and sound thinking are needed to give him the 
international outlook. An intimate study of the literature, customs, 
conditions, “ angles,” etc., of a foreign people may show him in 
what way that nation is different. What he does want to know is, 
instead, how they are similar, how they are fellows in misfortune 
subject to the same inexorable conditions of human make-up, 
environment and history. For that purpose a book on geology 
may be more valuable than a shelf of selected foreign texts. 

And so, ye happy idealists, with international minds, take 
comfort! If ye desire that the peoples of the world should come 
to live in harmony content yourselves with the knowledge that most 
of your issues are furthering your desires. 

Don’t you think I’ve chosen an appropriate theme for a letter 
written at the season when “ peace upon earth” is in the mouths 
of many men and inscribed upon many cards of greeting? That 
is my only excuse. Yours, 

ARISTONYMOUS. 


[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers 
of “ LetreRs on Our ArFrairs.”—Editor, THE LipraARY WORLD.] 
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PERSONAL NEWS 


F. Helliwell, Librarian of the Harris Free Library, Preston, 
has been appointed Chief Librarian and Curator of the Southwark 
Public Libraries and Cuming Museum. The three candidates selected 
to appear before the Council were Messrs. Burch (Southwark), 
Gilligrass (Cheshire County Libraries) and Helliwell (Preston). 


LIBRARY TOPICS 


CHILDREN’S Book Week at Newark, N.J., was celebrated this year 
during the week commencing November 13th. In the School and 
Children’s Department at the Main Library and in each branch 
library there were exhibits of picture books, good editions of 
children’s classics, new books, as well as a collection of reference 
books, all of which would be valuable additions to a child’s home 
library. Book stores all over the country featured children’s litera- 
ture and made a special point of selling books which were endorsed 
by public libraries. 


Courses in subjects included in the Library Association’s 
ordinary course in Librarianship have been arranged in connection 
with the University of Manchester, and will be given if a sufficient 
number of students enters for them. Each course will consist of 
ten lectures, to be given weekly, on Wednesdays, at the University 
(Arts Building, Lime Grove), commencing January 25th. 

Applications for registration and for syllabuses of the courses 
should be made to the Director of Extra-Mural Studies, The 
University, Manchester. 


Islington now publishes a Quarterly Bulletin—the first number 
appearing in December. 


There is to be added to the National Library of France a section 
specially set apart for the League of Nations which will contain 
all documents concerning the League, the I.L.O., and the Court of 
International Justice. 

The place chosen for this section is the Central Office, so that 
any reader may easily find it, and there will be a catalogue of the 
documents. 

This is an immediate result of the recommendation made by 
the League Committee on Intellectual Co-operation that it might 
be made more easy for the general public to find and read League 
publications. 

British libraries please copy 


Leeds provided a novel entertainment for children shortly 
before Christmas. Delighted audiences listened to the Children’s 
Librarian (formerly “Aunty Norah” of the B.B.C.) at two of the 
branch libraries, where she described the Christmas customs of 
other countries. Half-an-hour was spent at each branch, the half- 
hours being the beginning of an attractive programme of similar 
gatherings held in the poorer districts of the city. Stories, carol 
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singing, violin solos, gramophone records, and a play, performed 
by some of the young readers, were among the attractions. 


Bethnal Green also regarded Christmas as a time of celebration. 
The Children’s Library was artistically decorated, and the children 
were invited to take part in a competition for which two presents 
were offered by the Library Committee. 


Under the will of the late Mrs. Thomasina Irving, a local lady, 
the Blackburn Corporation Art Gallery has received the oil painting, 
“ Spring—Passing clouds—Isle of Skye,”” by Richard Ansdell, R.A., 
which was exhibited in the Royal Academy in 1884. 


At the December meeting of the Society of Public Librarians, 
held at Bishopsgate Institute, Mr. Wilfred Hynes (Kensal Rise) 
opened a discussion on the Departmental Committee’s recommenda- 
tions relating to the Urban Library Service (Report, chapter II., 
section (c) 2). The meeting was largely attended and the discussion 
was one of the best the Society has had. 


The Carnegie United Kingdom Trust has offered to the Peter- 
borough Public Library Committee a grant of £600 spread over 
three years, for the purchase of books. 


A Burne-Jones exhibition is to be held at the Fulham Central 
Library from April 21st to May 5th, 1928. Many valuable original 
drawings and paintings will be shown, as well as a collection of 
Kelmscott Press books illustrated by Sir E. Burne-Jones, including 
the famous Chaucer. During the exhibition Professor J. W. Mackail 
will lecture on “‘ Burne-Jones and his Circle,”’ and Mr. A. S. Renshaw 
on “ The Art of Burne-Jones.” Burne-Jones resided for many years 
until his death at ‘“‘ The Grange,” North End Road, Fulham. 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON, UNIVERSITY COLLEGE. 
SCHOOL OF LIBRARIANSHIP. 


Liprary Lectures, 1928, 


Wednesday, January 18th, 5.30 p.m.—‘ The Central Library for Students.” 
A Public Lecture by Mr. L. Newcombe. 


Wednesday, February Ist, 5.30 p.m.—‘“ The Provision of Commercial and 
Technical Literature in the Smaller Public Libraries.” A Public 
Lecture by Mr. Charles Nowell, F.L.A., City Librarian, Coventry, 


Wednesday, February Ist, 6 p.m.—Newmarch Lectures: ‘‘ Measurement by 
Index Numbers: Theory and Application to Recent Economic 
History.” First of a Course of Six Public Lectures by Professor A. L. 
Bowley, Sc.D., F.B.A. February Ist, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th, and 
March 7th. Chairman at the First Lecture: Mr. David Heron, D.Sc., 
Fellow of the College. 


Wednesday, March 7th, 5.30 p.m.—“ The Citizen and the Librarian.” A 
Public Lecture by Mr. Albert Mansbridge, Hon. M.A., LL.D, 
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REVIEWS 


REPORTS. 

Betrast Public Libraries —38th Annual Report, 1926-1927. 
Population, 415,000. Chief Librarian, J. B. Goldsbrough. 
Stock: Lending, 34,796; Reference, 45,311; Branches, 55,113. 
Issues: Lending, 274,024; Reference, 108,363; Branches, 
773,734. Borrowers, 31,500. Branches, 4. 

The Carnegie United Kingdom Trust has promised a grant of £5,000 for 
the purchase of books, to be spread over a period of five years. It is hoped 
that the new branch library will be ready for occupation in the near future. 
During the year, two supplementary catalogues were published. 


CHELMSFORD Public Library.—2Ist Annual Report, 1926-1927. 
Population, 22,800. Librarian and Curator, H. Geo. Massey. 
Stock: Lending, 11,462; Reference, 3,150; Juvenile, 1,268; 
Essex Collection, 798. Additions, 1,422. Withdrawals, 336. 
Issues: Lending, 98,085; Juvenile, 24,938; Reference (no 
statistics kept). Borrowers, 3,062. 

The growing demand for books in all departments makes it imperative 
that the stocks must be greatly augmented if the Library is to fulfil its primary 
purpose. With the advent of more books the question of increased accommo- 
dation for them, and also for readers, will have to be faced. The need for a 
more efficient library service is felt by a large majority of townspeople. 


LiverPooL Public Libraries, Museums and Art Gallery.—74th 
Annual Report for the year ended March 31st, 1927. Population, 
804,000. Chief Librarian, Geo. T. Shaw. M.A., F.L.A. Stock: 
Lending, 35,478; Reference, 205,011; Art Library, 7,860; 
Commercial Library, 3,497; Branches, 184,704. Additions, 
53,201. Withdrawals, 32,187. Issues: Lending, 245,705; 
Branches, 1,595,057; Juvenile, 684,220; Reference, 413,723. 
Borrowers, 96,560. Branches, 13. 

In spite of the fact that the central and one of the branches were closed 
for alterations for some months during the year, the huge increase of 190,000 
was recorded in the issues. The new building at Woolton was opened by the 
Lord Mayor in June, and the improved facilities have been greatly appre- 
ciated. The public lectures, of which there were a very large number, were 
very well attended and the Museums and Art Gallery attracted their usual 
crowds of visitors, 

MippLEsEx Education Committee.—A Five Years’ Review of the 
work of the Middlesex County Libraries. County Librarian, 
Richard Wright. 

At the inauguration of the County system in 1922 the comparatively 
modest total of 10,000 volumes formed a central pool from which local areas 
could draw upon for their requirements. Out of this small beginning has 
grown the largest county library service in the country. There are now 
nearly 25,000 registered readers who have at their disposal 83,143 volumes 
circulating from 161 centres. During the first year’s working 106,910 books 
were loaned and each subsequent year has shown a marked increase upon 
this figure until the record aggregate of 615,560 was reached in the year just 
closed. School buildings are used as distributing centres and voluntary 
workers undertake the issuing of books to readers and other details of the 
service. Series of book-lists are prepared and circulated. The cost of the 
scheme per head of population during the past year was 4d. The future 
policy of the committee includes the establishment of public lectures and 


reading circles at various centres, the provision of a motor van for trans- 
porting books from one centre to another, and the publication of a monthly 


magazine. 
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NorTHAMPTON Public Libraries, Museum and Art Gallery.— 
Annual Report for the year ended October 3ist, 1927. Popula- 
tion, 90,923. Chief Librarian, Reginald W. Brown, F.L.A. 
Stock: Lending, 34,067; Reference, 12,832; Intermediate, 
1,385 ; Junior, 3,922; Local Collection, 15,419; Branch, 4,728. 
Issues: Lending, 312,029; Junior, 41,280; Reference, 41,165 ; 
Local Collection, 5,275; Branch, 44,632. Borrowers (approx.), 
12,625. 1 Branch. 

The formation of an Intermediate Library was the chief feature of a year 
crowded with good work and valuable public service. When the above 
report was published the new department was not yet in operation, but by 
now, we feel sure, is in excellent working order, and supplying a long desired 
need. The jubilee of the libraries was celebrated during the year. 27,056 

ple attended the exhibitions held in the Art Gallery, and 31,643 visited the 
useum. 


TotTrEeNHAM Public Libraries and Museum.—Report of the Librarian 
and Curator for the two years ended March 3lst, 1927. Popula- 
tion, 159,500. Chief Librarian and Curator, W. J. Bennett, 
F.L.A., F.Z.S. Stock: Lending, 30,800; Reference, 14,472; 
Branches, 18,251 ; School Libraries, 13,964. Issues: Lending, 
304,845; Reference, 36,885; Branches, 146,031; School 
Libraries, 421,172. Borrowers, 20,125. Branches, 2. 

The above figures are for the year ending last March, although the report 
covers the past two years. During this period great strides have been made, 
which are evidenced by the increased number of users of the libraries and the 
large increase of 90,000 in the issues. Some of the pressure on the resources 
of the Central Library was taken off by the opening of a further branch in 
November, 1925. A primary need now is a well-equipped, separate Junior 
Library. The re-establishment of the Museum took place last year. 


Wattuamstow Public Libraries.—32nd Annual Report. Popula- 
tion, 127,441. Chief Librarian, Geo. E. Roebuck, F.L.A. Stock : 
Lending, 36,446; Reference, 5,032; Intermediate department, 
5,731. Additions, 1,901. Issues: Lending, 320,787; Reference, 
12,519; Intermediate department, 68,291; Branch, 65,611; 
School Libraries, 116,213; Teachers’ Library, 4,723. Tickets 
in force, 20,344. 

The Report contains an interesting graph showing the growth of the 
Libraries during the last twenty years. The work accomplished during the 
= just closed has exceeded that of any previous by a very wide margin. 

ithout a doubt, the re-organization of the library system, a few years back, 
is the cause of the great development in every branch of the service. 


LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS. 


St. MARYLEBONE PusLic Liprary.—Catalogue and Guide to the 
Books in the Children’s Department. August, 1927. 


This guide will be found exceedingly useful to assist children to read with 
a purpose. It is divided into the following sections : Language and Literature, 
History and Travel, Arts and Trades, Science, Religion and Mythology. 
Literature is sub-divided into English Literature before Chaucer, 1 : 
Chaucer to Shakespeare, 1400-1616; from Shakespeare to Johnson, 1616- 
1784 ; from 1784 to the present day. Each section is preceded by a descrip- 
tion of the subject matter of that section and pages 107-180 are devoted to 
a full index of authors, titles and subjects, so that it is easy to find the books 
of a particular author, on a particular subject, or with any known title. This 
Catalogue is admirably compiled and cannot fail to succeed in its purpose. 
It should prove not only useful to the readers at St. Marylebone but to any- 
one interested in the standard works suitable for children. 
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Botton Public Libraries.—Catalogue of Books in the Central 
Lending and Reference Libraries: Natural Science. Price 6d. 
This is the second edition of Class Catalogue No. 8, and is revised up to last 
August. It embraces all the subjects which are placed in Class 500 of the 
Dewey Decimal System ; such subjects as Mathematics, Astronomy, Physics, 
Chemistry, etc. The books are very closely classified and in some instances 
it has been found necessary to further extend the classification to make more 
convenient arrangement. The entries are fairly full with occasional notes, 
There are two indexes—to Authors and Subjects—each of which refer the 
reader to the numbers of pages and not, as is the case in most subject cata- 
logues, to class numbers. 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 


THE AMERICAN LiBRARY Directory, 1927. A Classified List of 
11,000 Libraries, with Names of Librarians. Compiled under the 
direction of R. R. Bowker, by Florence A. Huxley. 8vo. cloth, 
pp. 512. New York: R. R. Bowker Co., 1927. £2 10s. net. 

This standard work, which appears at intervals and has not been issued 

since 1923, contains an unusually complete number of addresses and a great 
many facts relating to various kinds of Libraries in the States. The name of 
the Librarian is given with data as to the number of volumes, total income, 
expenditure for books, etc., etc. Libraries are divided as follows : (1) Public 
Libraries, (2) Educational and Professional Libraries, (3) High School Libraries, 
(4) Business and other Special Libraries, (5) Miscellaneous Libraries, (6) 
Libraries in U.S. Territories and Dependencies, (7) Libraries of Canada. An 
important feature of the present edition is the entry under each Library of 
Special Collections. A record follows of Library Schools, a feature of technical 
education which is developing in importance. The work is so well known 
that it requires but little further recommendation, and it fills an important 
place in literature relating to library systems. Much of the information is 
new to this edition and the work is therefore of considerably greater value 
than previous editions. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


Book Auction ReEcorps.—A Priced and Annotated Quarterly 
Record of London, Edinburgh, Glasgow and Dublin Book- 
Auctions. Vol. 24, for the Auction Season 1926-27. 8vo, pp. 778. 
London : H. Stevens, Son and Stiles, 1927. Cloth. 32s. 6d. 

The annual volume of the best friend of the bookman is punctually to 
hand. With its 18,000 records and over 200 columns of closely-printed index, 
the volume contains information which to the librarian and bookseller alike 
is absolutely indispensable. 

Williams (Iolo A.) THE ELEMENTS OF Book COLLECTING. 8vo, 
pp. 8: 172, cloth. London: Elkin Mathews and Marrot, 1927. 
8s. 6d. net. 

We can not only cordially recommend this work to the book-collector 
but the young librarian and student of bibliography will find it of consider- 
able value. The description of the technical make-up of a book is very clear 
and the author’s hints ‘on book-buying and his useful little guide to biblio- 
graphical reference books are all quite good. 


GENERAL. 

Budge (Sir E. A. Wallis) Toe Book oF THE CAVE OF TREASURES. 
A History of the Patriarchs and the Kings from the Creation 
to the Crucifixion of Christ. With 16 plates and 8 illustrations 
in the text. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xvi., 320. London: R.T.S., 


1927. 10s. 6d. net. 
Complete translation of the Syriac Text of the compendious history of 
the world from the Creation to the Crucifixion. 
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Buckley (Eric Rede) MonsteuR CHARLES. The Tragedy of the 
True Dauphin (Louis XVII. of France). With portraits. Cloth, 
8vo, pp. 224. London: H. F. and G. Witherby, 1927. 10s. 6d. 
net 


The fate of the little Dauphin (Louis XVII.) has long been a fruitful source 

of conjecture and discussion and in this work a lucid account is given of the 

and cons of another child having been substituted for the son of Louis XVI. 

uring his imprisonment in the Temple. Such arguments have been raised 

again and again, and whilst this book is an addition to the literature on the 

subject it does not contain much that is new. Later chapters deal with the 
pretendants from Hervagault to Naundorff. 

Bell (Elizabeth Turner) TWENTY-FIVE NEW FIGURE AND CHARACTER 
Dances. Illustrated from photographs and with numerous 
diagrams. 4to, cloth, pp. 114. London: Harrap, 1927. 15s. net. 

A very attractive dance book for children, beginning with one rythmic 
game for the very young, and proceeding with dances which are suitable for 
older boys and girls. At the end are some Scottish dances—a threesome reel 
for any number of sets of three in line formation appears very interesting, 

There are Valses and Mazurkas, and the illustrations are attractively re- 

produced on alternate pages. The music for twenty-five new figure and 

character dances is published separately at the end, the whole forming a most 
attractive volume. 

Walton (Joseph) CALENDAR OF THE GREENWELL DEEDs, in the 
Public Reference Library (Newcastle-on-Tyne Public Libraries 
Committee, Basil Anderton, Esq., M.A., City Librarian). With 
Introduction by A. Hamilton Thompson, Esq., M.A., D.Litt., 
F.S.A. 8vo, cloth, pp. xxiv., 238. Illustrated. Printed for The 
Public Libraries Committee and The Society of Antiquaries of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne by Northumberland Press Ltd., 1927. 

The work of arranging the contents of archives is always laborious, but 
not always effective. In the volume before us the labour has been effective 
and the result is therefore of the greatest value. Historians and students 
in the northern districts owe a great deal of gratitude to the work that has been 
done in calendaring these important records. 

Our Dest TO GREECE AND RoME SERIES. 

Allen (James Turney) STAGE ANTIQUITIES OF THE GREEKS AND 
ROMANS AND THEIR INFLUENCE. Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, 

pp. xii., 206. 

Haight (Elizabeth Hazelton) APULEIUS AND His INFLUENCE. 
Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. xi., 190. 

Halliday (William Reginald) GREEK AND ROMAN FOLKLORE. 
8vo, cloth, pp. xi., 154. 

London: Harrap, 1927. 5s. net per vol. 

Three volumes in this attractive series of which the most interesting 


a to be the one on the Stage Antiquities. Owing to lack of space this, 
course, does not present fully the relation of stagecratt to the drama, but it 
forms an excellent prelude to a complete study of the theatrical arts of Greece. 


PuRcELL. Ten Selected Songs Arranged by Ernest Reeves. . To- 
ether with Original Settings. Frontis. Royal 4to, pp. 72. 
don: Walsh, Holmes and Co., Ltd., 1927. Paper covers, 

5s. net ; Boards, 7s. 6d. net. 

This facsimile is most attractively produced, and the only fault to be 
found with it is that there is not more of it. The following ten songs have been 
selected: Thou Tunest This World, Fairest Isle, Nymphs and Shepherds, 
Hark! The Echoing Air, I Attempt from Love's Sickness to Fly, Mad Bess, 
I'll Sail Upon the Dog Star, On the Brow of Richmond Hill, Celia has a Thou- 
sand Charms, Ye Twice Ten Hundred Deities, but we should like to see the 
whole work reproduced in the same style. 
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JUVENILE. 
Blake (Gladys) Doris Decipes. Frontis. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 


246. London: Appleton. 5s. net. 

A story for girls in which there is a mystery concerning one of the tutors 
of Bow View Plantation. This is ar a sequel, though it forms an 
altogether separate story and the adventures through which the characters 
pass are continuous. 

Gregor (Elmer Russell) Toe Mystery Trait. Frontis. Cr. 8vo, 


cloth, a. pe. 226. London: Appleton, 1927. 5s. net. 
ware Warriors go in search of a mysterious lake in the wilder- 
ness. A remarkable Indian adventure story. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 
NILE. 

Porter (Arthur) THE INsIDE or BunyAN’s DREAM. The 
Progress for the Man of To-day. Cr. 8vo, cloth. heteen oe S. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Corkey (Ethel) Davin Corxey: A Life Story. Demy 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 288. Illustrated. London: R.T.S., 1927. 7s. 6d. net. 

Jackson (G. Gibbard) THe Wortp’s Locomotives. [Illust. from 
photographs. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. London: R.T.S. 5s. net. 


Wilson (Theodora Wilson) THE Cousins oF FALKLAND. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 280. Illustrated by Ellis Silas. London: RTS., 
1927. 5s. net. 


Latest Titles in the 3s. 6d. — published by the Religious Tract 
iety. 
BOOKS FOR BOYS. 
stories of School Life and Adventure in many lands, 

Colbeck (Alfred) WHEN THE EARTH SwuNG OVER. [Illustrated by 
George Soper. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 282.—Sellick (G. Godfray) 
THe REBELS OF FAIRMILEHEAD. With coloured frontispiece 
by John de Walton, R.W.A. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 288.—Wallace 
illon) THE Way TO BurNiING Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, 


cloth, pp. 280. 
BOOKS FOR GIRLS. 
Delightful stories that will instantly appeal to all School Girls 
Well illustrated and attractively bound. 

Ferry (Jeanie) For Love or Garin. Illustrated by Ellis Silas. Cr. 
8vo, cloth, pp. 256.—Lake (Edna) THE WRAITH OF RAEBURN. 
Illustrations by Gordon Browne, R.I. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 352.— 
Thompson (Dora Olive) LizzizE ANNE. With illustrations by 
E. P. Kinsella. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 288.—Wynne (May) JEAN 
ng HER Part. Illustrated by Louise Parker. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 250. 


Latest Titles in the 2s. 6d. — published by the Religious Tract 
iety. 
BOOKS FOR BOYS. 

Wynne (May) Diccon THE ImpossIBLE. With illustrations by Emily 
A. Shearlock. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 192.—Ker (David) Tae NECK- 
LACE OF SHELLS. [Illustrated iS 
pp. 192. 


J. R. Burgess. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
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BOOKS FOR GIRLS. 
Baldwin (Mary) BARBARA’s THREE WisuEs. Illustrations by H. M. 
Rhodes. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 192. 


Bancks (The Rev. Gerard W.) HARTLEY THROUGH THE AGES. 
The Story of a Kentish Village. Illustrated. Cloth, pp. 172. 
Published by the author, Hartley Rectory, Longfield, Kent., 1927. 


Arlom (Wendy) RESURRECTION, and other Poems. Cr. 8vo, boards, 
pp. 48. London: Stockwell, 1927. 2s. 6d. net. 


Pearson (Katherine) TALES OF THE RaInBow FarrigEs. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 64. London: Stockwell, 1927. 2s. 6d. net. 


Hall (W. Winslow) Corre CasTLE BaLiaDs. Cr. 8vo, wra 
pp. 88. Published by the author. Printed by W. Mate oe 

td.: Bournemouth, 1927. Is. net. 

Bennett (Arthur) SoNGs IN THE DARKNEsS. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xiv., 
212. Portrait. Warrington: “ Sunrise ’’ Publishing Co., 1927. 
5s. net. 

Brandt (Johanna) THE RED Octopus. An Allegory in the Form of 
a Novel. Wrappers, pp. 72. London: Hermes Press, 1927. 
2s. net. 

THE CALL OF THE CONTINENTS, being the 128th Annual Report 
of the Religious Tract Society. With List of Subscribers and 
Benefactors. London, 1927. R.T.S. 


IRISH LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS’ 
UNION 
LIBRARY SERVICE BRANCH. 

AT a meeting of the librarians and library officials in the Local 
Government Officials’ Union, held on November 24th, 1927, at the 
Union premises, 4, Upper Ormond Quay, Dublin, it was unani- 
mously decided to form a Library Service Branch of that Union. 
Mr. T. E. Gay presided, and Mr. John P. Keane, Vice-President, 
I.L.G.0.U. (who opened the proceedings), Mr. John Roy, F.L.A., 
and Mr. Leo J. Henderson, General Secretary, attended on behalf of 
the Central Council. 

The attendance also included Messrs. Jas. Byrne, P. McGinn, 
D. Barry, A. O’Byrne, L. D’Arcy, J. G. McDonald, P. Stephenson, 
P. Ryan, E. Carbery, John Byrne, J. E. Gaffney, P. J. Fennelly, 
J. Barry, J. Glanagan, K. Coffey, P. B. Glynn, C. Caffrey and C. 
Anderson (Dublin Municipal Library Service) ; Miss E. Chandler, 
Miss M. McNevin and D. Foley (Rathmines U.D. Library); Miss 
R. Walsh, B.A., and T. Dowling (Dublin County Library); J. 
Brennan (Tipperary County a ; G. Phibbs and D. Doyle 
(Wicklow County Library); Miss H. Roe, M.A. (Laoighis County 
Library); Miss F. Harrison (Kilkenny County Library); and 
M. O’Donovan (Cork County Library). 

The following officials were elected :—Chairman: Mr. T. E. 
Gay (Dublin); Vice-Chairman: Mr. G. Phibbs (Co. Wicklow) ; 
Hon. Treasurer: Miss R. Walsh, B.A. (Co. Dublin) ; Hon. Secre- 
tary: Mr. P. B. Glynn (Dublin). Committee: Messrs. L. D’Arcy, 
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X G. McDonald, D. Barry, P. Stephenson (Dublin) ; T. Dowling 
Co. Dublin) ; Miss F. Harrison (Co. Kilkenny) ; Miss H. Roe, M.A. 
(Co. Laoighis). Delegates to Annual Conference: Messrs. G. 
Phibbs, P. B. Glynn, E. Carbery, and Miss Walsh, with Mr. T. 
E. Gay (representing the Dublin Branch). 

Information relative to membership of the Branch by those 
employed in Library Service under local bodies in the Saorstat 
will be supplied on application to the General Secretary, 1.L.G.0.U., 
4, Upper Ormond Quay, Dublin, or to the Hon. Secretary, Mr. P. B. 
Glynn, Public Library, Kevin Street, Dublin. 


NORTH MIDLAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
THE THIRTY-SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING. 
NOVEMBER 17TH, 1927. 

Tue above meeting was held at Nottingham, in the Mechanics’ 
Institution. Some 50 members were present from the counties of 
Cambridge, Derby, Leicester, Nottingham, Northampton and 
Stafford, and they were welcolmed by Mr. L. Newstead, Chairman 
of the Mechanics’ Institution Library Committee. 

At the Annual Business Meeting the following were elected to 
office :— 

President : Councillor G. Chester, Kettering. 

Vice-President: Mr. W. A. Fenton, M.A., Cambridge. 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr. A. Vinen, Leek. 

Hon. Auditor: Miss Caddy, Swadlincote. 

Hon. Secretary: Miss K. E. Pierce, Kettering. 

Hon. Librarians : Misses Coe and Wilson, Kettering. 

Council—Mr. W. A. Briscoe, Miss S. F. Fergusson, Mr. A. 

Hooper, Miss Jeffs, Dr. E. E. Lowe, Mr. W. H. 
Walton, Mr. W. P. Woolston. 

The Annual Reports of the Officers were received. The Hon. 
Treasurer reports a balance in hand of £1 18s. 2d. 

Four new members were elected ; there was one resignation. 

Votes of thanks to the officers for their services were 
and the newly elected President was inducted into office by the 
retiring President, Councillor Jackson, of Nottingham. 

Mr. Chester, in his Presidential address, spoke of the Depart- 
mental Report on Public Libraries as one of the most significant 
items in the library movement at the present time. He spoke of 
the educational aspect of the work of libraries and as regards the 
future he considered a definite policy was needed, and in this the 
Library Association should lead the way. Better staffing would 
lead to greater efficiency and to the centralization of educational 
interests in the libraries of the country. 

Reports on the L.A. Conference at Edinburgh were given by 
Mr. Osborne, Derby County Librarian, and by Mr. W. A. Fenton, 
of Cambridge. A discussion on certain aspects of the Departmental 
Report followed. 

Tea was provided by the kind hospitality of the Mechanics’ 
Institution Library Committee, to whom and to Mr. Seward 


(Librarian) the best thanks of the members were tendered. 
Kate E. Pierce, Hon. Secretary. 
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THE. BOOK OF THR. CA CAVE OF TREASURES,” 
By SIRES A. WALLIS BUDGE) M.A. Lirt.D.- 
An t his of the Patriarch: from the Creation 4s" 
MS... and w. th notes pointizg out i “the 

other cognate: 


“THE” INSIDE OF BUNYAN’S DREAM. 


book a at am opportuse ¢imé, the year the 
three th of It shows how thé 
CHURCH REBBLS AND PIONEERS. 
By Tue REV. J. M. WITHEROW, M.A. DD 


Pioneer and shows how the ormist Charches andse. 
subject is treated with great faifness, and while the mistakes of the 
recognised 


BOOK-AUCTION. RECORDS 


& PRICED AND ANNOTATED QUARTERLY 

BOCK-AUCTIONS. 


The Coniplete V Seuson 1088-47) willbe piubliohed ash; 
Part-I. Volume (Season 1087-88) early in March, 1988. 
Apply for Prospectus to: 


HENRY STEVENS SON & STILES 


(Sole Proprietors.and” Publishers) 
3 GREAT RUSSELL LONDON, 
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CHIVERS’ BINDINGS save HALF 
THE COST OF YOUR BOOKS BY ENABLING 
ONE BOOK TO GIVE THE SERVICE OF TWO 


2,000 Public Libraries in Great Britain, the Colonies 
and America use Chivers methods of binding their 
books, because the traditional methods of binding were 
ineffective and harmful with modern weak, spongy | 


paper. 


~ The Traditional methods of bookbinding were adapted 
to the very good papers in use until $0 years ago. 
Applied to modern s they wreck them. 


Four kinds of binding are necessary for Lendi 
Library Books, because of the varying qualities 
thickness of their paper and sections. 


We re-line the joint of each leaf, or we guard with a 
double joint the leaves of all books which require such 
treatment AT NO EXTRA CHARGE. 


We only oversew where it will allow the book to open 
freely and give better service so treated. 


We supply New Books so strongly bound in our 

leather back bindings that they will outlast two and 

somtimes three copies purchased and used in the 

ordinary publishers’ binding. 

Partly-worn books we rébind so well and strongly 

that they will withstand all the use their paper allows. 


Prices and iculars of these bindings will be sent 
by return of post. A Catalogue of 7,000 Fiction and 
Juvenile books, so bound, sent free on application. 


CEDRIC CHIVERS, LTD. 


Bookbinders & Booksellers 
PORTWAY, BATH, ENGLAND 


Printed by FRANK JUCKES, LTD., 30-31 Moland Street, Birmingham ; 
and Published for the Proprietors by GRAFTON & CO., 51 Great Russel! Street, London, W.C._ 


